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First published 2014
Printed in the United States of America A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. The accompanying article described the expulsion of David Hamilton Weir from his local Presbyterian church for unorthodox religious views expressed while giving Bible instruction. My great-grandfather's "heresy" of rationalist biblical interpretation and his earlier religious formation as a young man growing up in a confessionally divided town in northern Ireland echo two of the chief themes of this book. The paths that bring scholars to their subjects often originate in past family experience, and it may be that my great-grandfather had an indirect impact on me. However, I only learned of his experiences after this book was nearly complete. When I reflect on the people who sparked my curiosity about heterodox religious and political views and helped me develop the means to study them, I have to look to my own experience. First of all, I recall the farranging conversations across the dinner table with my parents, Tom and Kristi Weir, and my brother Brian. Second, I remember the communities of friends with whom I have shared a delight in critical inquiry, among them Sandor Katz, Pardis Barjesteh, Caroline Crumpacker, and Claudia Franz. Finally, I recognize the example set by inspired teachers, including Bob Mazelow, Lindsay Heather, Neil Lazarus, Andreas Huyssen, and Ludolf Herbst.
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
In the course of my research I had the good fortune to meet or correspond with leading scholars of German secularism. Martin Friedrich, Sebastian Prüfer, Horst Groschopp, Jochen-Christoph Kaiser, Dieter Fricke, and Michael Rudloff generously shared their insights and some of their materials with me. Friedrich Bork was kind enough to let me use the private archive of his grandfather Adolf Harndt, and Manuel Borruta, Uffa Jensen, and Michael Gross provided published and unpublished copies of their articles, for which I am grateful. Martin Luchterhandt of the Landesarchiv Berlin deserves thanks for his help in obtaining needed documents on short notice. 
